HELLENISM IN ANCIENT INDIA

references in the Rig and Atharva Veda, as well as in the
Upanishads, Epics and the Law-Books. So let us confine our
attention to some new researches and the relation between the
Vedic and later Medicine.

Now Folk-medicine in   India is closely connected with
sorcery.  "The most primitive witchcraft looks very much like
medicine in an embryonic state " (see Lyall, Asiatic Studies,
Vol. I. p. 118).   The earliest collection of charms found nr
the Atharva-Veda, which is reckoned as the earliest medical-
book of India, is directed against demoniacal beings who are
supposed to bring in the abnormal and morbid states of
body and mind.     So in   the  medical  charms of Kausika
Sutra, the diseases and frequently the curative agencies as
well are addressed as  supernatural  beings.    The remedies
applied are based on a rude kind of homoeopathic or allo-
pathic principle. The cure of wounds and fractures is effected
by incantations, which have been compared by Dr.   Kuhn
with the Merseburg charm of German antiquity.   The second
period of Indian medicine is the Buddhist period, ushered in
by Jivaka Komarabhachha, the contemporary of Buddha him-'
self, of whom the most wonderful cures   are reported and
whose name indicates that he was particularly famous for the
treatment of children's diseases.     The canonical books of the"
Buddhists contain a number of medical statements.   Buddhist
kings founded hospitals for men and beasts, and appointed
regular  physicians.     The  famous   Buddhist  University  at
Nalanda in Behar, of which some ruins are still visible, had
ample accommodation in the 7th century A. D. for 10,000
students of philosophy and medicine.     The third period pro-
duced the now current Sanskrit treatises of Charaka, Susruta,
Madhavakara, Vangasena, Bheda, Vrinda and others, on Medi-
cine in general or on particular subjects, such as pathology, fever,
infantile diseases, materia medica etc, Charaka is said to have
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